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Quadriplegic Bill Miller doesn't let disability slow him down

By Lori Carter, Correspondent

May 29, 2013

LEESBURG — Since 2000, quadriplegic Bill Miller has used his injury as a platform to try to make a

difference to those in church groups, Rotary clubs, chambers of commerce, elementary, middle and high

schools as well as colleges.

Recreation was nearly nil for Miller after a life-changing injury in 1997, so in the early 2000s he and two

partners came up with an idea to allow a quadriplegic to bowl through an attachment to the wheelchair. He

co-founded Manufacturing Genuine Thrills, Inc., to sell the devices.

"It's a tough market," said Miller, who earlier this month earned a master's degree from Western Carolina

University in North Carolina. "We're still working on that."

Miller keeps busy maintaining eight Web sites including http://www.lookmomnohands.net.

He writes on the site that its primary objective "is to shed light on life as a quadriplegic — more specifically

on my life as a spinal cord injured C1-2 quadriplegic on a ventilator (much like late actor and real-life

Superman Christopher Reeve). I wish to show that a high quality of life can be attained and maintained

despite what's viewed as difficult circumstances — being paralyzed from the neck down and being dependent

on a machine to breathe."

"I've got a lot of projects," he said. "There's plenty I'm working on. I think a lot. My brain is very active. I'm

never bored — too many interesting things to think about."

He said he's often asked if he could change his life back to the way it was would he do it.

"It's not a right-away yes. I think very carefully about it," he said. "Quite a bit of good has come from the

injury. I still have a high quality of life. It's God's will. I just want to make a difference in peoples' lives in my

way that I can."

Miller said he plans to write a book about his experiences.

"Everybody has some type of adversity they deal with in life — physical, mental environmental — everybody

faces some type of adversity in their life. You just have persevere."
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